
Do you check the weather daily or even weekly? Maybe you’re someone 
who jokes at times about the accuracy of the weather forecast? Either way, 
there is a great opportunity to get involved with contributing to weather 

forecasts which help you, your neighbors, or individuals who work the land such 
as farmers and ranchers make more informed decisions.
The Community Collaborative Rain, Hail, and Snow (CoCoRaHS – pronounced 
KO-ko-rozz) Network was founded as a volunteer program for community mem-
bers to report daily precipitation. Utilizing low-cost measurement tools and an 
interactive website, CoCoRaHS provides the highest quality data for natural 
resource management, education, and research applications. 

Who uses CoCoRaHS?
CoCoRaHS data are used by meteorologist, floodplain managers, insurance ad-
justers, farmers and ranchers, teachers and students, and recreationists to make 
informed decisions, such as water resource analysis and severe storm warnings. 
CoCoRaHS data also can prove useful when comparing historical precipitation 
levels at certain times of the year to current precipitation levels.  
This information can be utilized in planning year to year as trends are discovered.

Steps to Volunteering 
 S Visit and explore the CoCoRaHS website at  

www.cocorahs.org 
 S Once on the website you can learn about CoCoRaHS, where to order a gauge, 

and view a precipitation map updated daily. 
 S Another important step is to review the training materials (www.cocorahs.org 

- “Training Slide-Shows”). Questions? Contact your state or regional volunteer 
coordinator (www.cocorahs.org - “Volunteer Coordinators”)

 S If you decide you want to be a CoCoRaHS volunteer create and register your 
monitoring location – visit the CoCoRaHS website and click on “Join CoCoRaHS”.

 S Once the rain gauge is installed and the monitoring site is registered, you are ready 
to collect and report data via the CoCoRaHS website or a phone application. 
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Setup the Gauge and Monitoring
Ideally, a volunteer finds a place at their home or work 
where precipitation falls without interference.
The precipitation data should be collected at the same time 
each day, ideally at 7 am, and reported as soon as possible. 
However, CoCoRaHS volunteers are busy people, so this 
might not always be feasible. Think about your standard day 
and try to find a few minutes in a day when you can consis-
tently read and report the data – recognizing there will be 
days when there are changes to your routine.
Can you go on vacation and not worry about reporting 
precipitation? You can! That’s the great part about being a 
CoCoRaHS volunteer. You can file multi-day reports to cov-
er the time on vacation or, if the gauge is at work, you can 
report weekend precipitation events, or lack of, on Monday. 
As a CoCoRaHS volunteer you can have the feeling that 
you have made an important contribution that helps oth-
ers. Because of variable rainfall patterns a dense network 
of CoCoRaHS volunteers is important for monitoring 
drought and flood conditions. By providing your daily 
observation, you help to fill in a piece of the weather puzzle 
that affects many across your area in one way or another. 
Join your friends and neighbors - it is free and easy to join! 

Program Goals
 S Provide accurate, high-quality precipitation data for the 

many end users on a timely basis.
 S Increase the density of precipitation data available 

throughout the country by encouraging volunteer 
weather observing; encourage citizens to have fun 
participating in meteorological science and heightening 
awareness about weather. 

 S Provide enrichment activities in water and weather 
resources for teachers, educators, and the community 
at large.

Who can volunteer?
 S Gardeners
 S Small-acreage/rural 

landowners
 S Teachers with their class
 S Youth groups: 4-H, 

afterschool programs, etc.
 S Anyone!

TO USE AURASMA
1 • Download and install the free Aurasma app from Play Store or 
iTunes Store to your phone or tablet.
2 • Click on Aurasma icon.
3 • Type “UWAG” in the Search box at the top of the screen. Click on 
the UWAG channel, then choose Follow. 
4 • Click on the open square symbol at the bottom of the screen.  

Point your phone or tablet at the image that has the Aura icon  
and watch the magic! Double-clicking enlarges the video to full 
screen and enables watching the video away from the Aura image.

Thank you to USDA Northern Plains Climate Hub, eXtension i-3 
Corp initiative, and CoCoRaHS volunteers in Beaverhead County, 
MT for their contributions to this effort.
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